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22.10.2012 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Many of you will have seen the media coverage last Friday and over the weekend about the tragic death of 
our former pupil Tallulah Wilson on 14 October. 
 
We had no contact with Tallulah after she stopped attending the school in May, except for supporting her 
to sit her exams at home in June. Very sadly Tallulah seems now to have taken her own life.  
 
Everyone at the school is frustrated and upset by the way St Marylebone has been portrayed in the media 
coverage. I personally, and other senior staff here, have been contacted by numerous parents expressing 
their own unhappiness with the way some in the press have reported this very sad matter. Despite that, 
we do not intend to seek media attention. We believe any further media coverage would only cause even 
more distress to Tallulah’s family. 
 
At our school the issue of bullying is an exceptionally rare occurrence. Nevertheless, we take bullying very 
seriously and strive hard to ensure not only that it is minimised, but also that if it does arise swift and 
appropriate action is taken to stop it and to support those affected by it. We have stringent anti-bullying 
policies that are rigorously applied.  
 
Our most recent full Ofsted report in 2007 puts this in context, stating that any instances of bullying are 
“resolved quickly and very effectively”. It also points out that Year 11 students told Ofsted that bullying 
would not be accepted by the students themselves. 
 
Tallulah’s death also raises issues of internet safety. We dedicate significant time and resources to talking 
to our pupils about responsible use of the internet and we have policies to support that. We are 
nevertheless aware that beyond the school, children are more active than ever in their use of the internet. 
If you have any concerns about your child’s online activity outside school, please do raise them with me. 
 
St Marylebone School provides a caring community for children; we are proud of that and we know this is 
one of the reasons that you send your child to our school. You have my assurance that we shall maintain 
our high levels of pastoral care and support for all our pupils. 
 
If you would like to discuss the matter with me further please do not hesitate to get in touch directly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Phillips 
Headteacher  
 


